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MEMORA DUM FOR SE E DI STRIBUTION 

SUBJECT: House Fi re -- Safety Alert 07-04 

1. Recently, the living quarters of two mil itary families were totally destroyed by fire. It has been determined 
that the ca use of the fire was the improper disposal of charcoal briquettes in a plastic container near combustible 
material. A number of br iquettes were placed in a paper bag and deposited into a plastic recycle bin a few hours 
before the fire ' s outbreak. The charcoal slowly burned and ult imately ignited nearby combustible materials. 
Alt hough, the briquettes had been soaked in water, charcoa l can re-ignite even when wetted down. No one was 
inj ured in the fire . 

2. W hat were the mist akes? 

a. Improper d isposa l of charcoal. 

b. P lac ing the charcoa l in a combustible container. 

c. Fai ling to verify that the charcoa l was complete ly ext inguished . 

3. Lessons Lea rned: 

a . Never place ign ited charcoal in combustible containers. 

b. Nev er assume that charcoa l has been ext inguished due to its wetness. 

c. Ensure that briquettes and ashes are placed in a noncombustible container. 

d. Never use charcoal grille nea r combustible materia l. 

4 . If you must dispose of charcoal and ashes before fully cooled, soak them completely in water before putting 
them in a non-combust ible container. To dispose of the ashes, wra p in foil and put them in an empty non
combustible container. 

ENSURE WIDEST DISSEMINATI ON, BRI EF TO AL L SOLDIERS, AND POST ON BULLETIN
 
BOARDS!
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